formed for a week. The next week the combi-
nation of the colony's forces in mixed detach-
ments had always changed a little, although
there was a certain amount of specializatiun.

Every day, just as a mixed detachment was
finishing its work. Alyoslia Vulkov, oar assist-
ant agronomist, would go out into the field
with his two-metre level to ascertain the num-
ber of square metres ploughed by the mixed
detachment.

The mixed detachments worked well at
ploughing, but the amount done varied ac-
cording to the soil, the horses, slopes in the
ground, the weather, and other external fac-
tors. On a board hung for all sorts of announce-
ments, Alyosha Volkov chalked up the
figures:

Oct. 19 1st mixed Koryto. . . 2850 sq. m.
1st mixed Vetkovsky 2300 " "
2nd mixed Fedorenko 2410 " "
2nd mixed Nechitailo 2270 " "

Quite spontaneously the boys began to
take an interest in comparing the results of
their work, each detachment trying to outvie
its predecessors. It was discovered that the
best commanders, and the most likely to head
the list, were Fedorenko and Korylo. They
had been cicse friends for lojig, but this did
not prevent them from following each other's
results jealously, and finding all sorts of faults
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